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Devotion to Mary, which in the designs of Providence is supposed 

to characterize the last times and to give those times the primitive 

fervour of Christianity, has inspired in a great number of pious 

people, from the beginning of this century, the idea of consecrating 

themselves as religious under the auspices of this august Virgin, 

Mother of God. Several families have been formed. The principal 

ones, those who have had the greatest growth in the first half of this 

century, are the Society of Mary of Lyons and the Society of Mary 

of Bordeaux. The members of the first are called Marists, those of 

the second Marianists, and in spite of this distinction, they are 

perpetually confused. 

 

Father Jean Philippe Auguste Lalanne, Marianist, first companion of 

Chaminade, in 1858
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The Founders 

After 1813, France saw the (re-)establishment of many religious 

congregations. Prominent examples for a restart are the Jesuits (1814) 

and for the many new Marian congregations of priests, brothers, sisters 

and laity are the Marianist and the Marist families. Did they know each 

other? 

William Joseph Chaminade (1761-1850) lived around Bordeaux, with 

a period of exile in Saragossa, Spain. The official foundation date of the 

Marianist brothers and priests is October 2, 1817. Jean-Claude Colin 

(1790-1875) and Marcellin Champagnat (1789-1840), the Marist 

founders, were born later but had contact with Chaminade. In between 

lies the French Revolution of 1789, a watershed for political and 

religious life. Chaminade represents the generation from before and 

during the Revolution, while the Marists represent the generation after 

the Revolution. The Marist brothers were founded January 2, 1817, and 

the Marist priests and lay brothers on April 29, 1836. 

All founders shared a sense that there is a new era, needing new ideas. 

Their response was a religious family: priests, brothers, sisters, and laity. 

Their concept was ñmissionò in various forms: working with laity, 
schools, home missions, education, and foreign missions. ñMissionò was 
intended to win back to the Catholic faith those who left it either for 

another denomination or who did not live it or deepen it. ñMissionò 
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