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Expansion to North America 
 

Difficulties 
Á Language (national parishes)  

Á Geography 

Á Personalities and conflict among the ranks 

Á Relationships with local clergy and bishops 

Á Politics within leadership in France 

Á Wars, epidemics, fires, and other ñexternalò factors 

Á Preparation for religious life and teaching profession 

Á Episodes of adopting racist attitudes of areas in which they served 

 

Successes 
 

Á Foundations that eventually grew to be the University of Dayton, 

St. Maryôs University, and Chaminade University 

Á Foundations in places where Marianists still have significant 

presence: Ohio (Dayton, Cincinnati, Cleveland), Texas (San 

Antonio), Missouri (St. Louis), Winnipeg, Hawaii, California, East 

coast, and Mexico 

Á Early and extensive reputation for excellent pedagogy 

Á Ability to stay unified despite disparate contexts and difficulties 

listed above 

 

Trivia 
 

Á Leo Meyer consulted ñvisionariesò to confirm his call as a 

missionary. 

Á When brothers arrive, Cincinnati is the 5
th
 largest city in the United 

States  (115,000). 

Á Leo Meyer was on his way to becoming a Jesuit when he instead 

chose the Marianists; Charles Schultz, who accompanied Meyer to 

America, soon left the Marianists and joined the Jesuits. 

Á St. Josephôs medal: fact or fiction? 

Á It took the news of Father Chaminadeôs death three months to 
travel to Dayton. 

Á Emmanuel is the oldest Catholic church in Dayton. 

Á When St. Maryôs Hall was built, it was the largest building in 

Dayton. 

Á Bro. Litz had a ñsecretò life as a newspaper columnist. 

Á St. Patrickôs in Cleveland was the first English-speaking Marianist 

endeavor (1856). 

Á When Chevaux writes Leo Meyer, he tells him that Galveston is 

ñnear the Rocky Mountains.ò 

Á Bishop Odin owned slaves. 
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Á George Meyer was buried in a lead coffin as he was considered a 

saint. 

Á There is a species of beetle named after Bertram Bellinghausen (he 

was a naturalist). 

Á Father Damien was among the welcoming committee for 

Marianists arriving in Hawaii. 

Á Charles Francis, ñsaviorò of the San Antonio foundation, dies in 
1908ðlast of the ñpioneers.ò 

Á Of the forty schools opened during Reinboltôs 22-year 

provincialate nearly half were in Redemptorist parishes. 

 

* * * *  
 

Early Figures in the American Province 
 

Leo Meyer (April 24, 1800ïJanuary 30, 1868) [49/67] 

 Born in Eguisheim, near Colmar in Alsace, died St. Remy 

 November 1, 1827 enters novitiate in Bordeaux 

 October 28, 1828 perpetual vows 

 1829: chaplain, teacher at St. Remy [same year Lalanne appointed director] 

 1833: novice master at Courtefontaine, near Besançon 

 1843: novice master and director at Ebersmunster 

 1849: director at Strasbourg 

Charles Schultz (February 1, 1820ïAugust 6, 1907) [29/87] 

 Born Baden, died Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 1845: novice at Ebersmunster [Meyer novice master] 

 April 1851: Meyer reports that he left to join Jesuits. 

 October 20, 1851: enters Jesuit novitiate 

 September 8, 1862: perpetual vows as a Jesuit 

Andrew Edel (February 2, 1813ïJuly 29, 1891) [36/78] 

 Born at Colmar, died Dayton, Ohio 

 October 1829: first profession at St. Remy [Meyer returns there as chaplain] 

John Baptiste Stintzi (November 10, 1821ïFebruary 7, 1900) [28/78] 

 Born at St. Croix, Alsace, died Dayton, Ohio 

 October 1839: first profession at Ebersmunster 

Maximin Zehler (August 19, 1826ïMarch 24, 1892) [23/65] 

 Born Bergheim, Alsace, died Dayton, Ohio 

 September 1844: first profession at Ebersmunster [Meyer novice master] 

Damian Litz (August 15, 1822ïFebruary 24, 1903) [27/80] 

 Born Eschbach, Baden [adopted], died San Antonio, Texas 

Charles Francis (1829ïDecember 30, 1908) [25/79] 

 Born Nancy, Lorraine, died San Antonio, Texas 

 1844: joined the Society of Mary 

John Nepomucene Reinbolt (1824ïFebruary 13, 1895) [40/71] 

 Born Mommenheim, Alsace, died Dayton, Ohio 

 1849: enters Society of Mary 
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US Marianist History: An Outline  
 

Compiled by Lawrence J. Cada, SM, and Joseph H. Lackner, SM 

 

(Second Draft: Summer 1994)  

 

The SM General Chapter of 1991 recommended that the SM General Administration 

work with CEMAR to collect materials for writing a general history of the Society of 

Mary and develop a plan to prepare this history. In response, Lawrence Cada and Joseph 

Lackner drafted the following outline of the history of the Marianists in the United States. 

This outline was turned over to Father Antonio Gascon, SM, who was given the 

assignment of writing the general history of the history of the Society. As of 2012, he is 

in the process of writing the General History of the Society and has already completed 

several volumes in Spanish. NACMS is preparing a translation. 

 

Part 1. Chronological Development 
 

1. Contacts between the Marianists and the US before 1849. 

- Bishop Dubourgôs connections with Chaminade and the Bordeaux 

Sodality. 

- Lalanneôs correspondence with Brassac. 

- Richard-Boleôs invitation to come to Arkansas. 

 

2. Foundation of the Society of Mary in the US. 1849. 

- Invitation of Weninger, Hammer, and Bishop Purcell 

- Response of Caillet and his Council. 

- Early life of Leo Meyer, adumbrations of his missionary journey to 

America. 

- Voyage of Meyer and Schultz to the New World. Arrival in New York. 

- Journey to Cincinnati and arrival at Holy Trinity Parish. 

- Meyer helps Juncker at Emmanuel Parish in Dayton 

- December 1849, arrival of the four pioneers: Litz, Stintzi, Zehler, and 

Edel. 

 

3. Move to Dayton. 1850. 

- Meyerôs return to Dayton. 

- Purchase of the Nazareth property in 1850. 

- Sending another contingent from France: Dilger, Heitz, and Kling. 

- Opening of St. Maryôs School. 

 

4. Call to Texas. 1852.  

- Invitation of Bishop Odin. 

- Meeting in New Orleans: Edel joins Laignoux, Koenig, and Mauclerc. 

- Journey to Galveston and San Antonio.  

- Opening St. Maryôs Institute. 1852. 
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5. The Administration of Leo Meyer. 

- Another contingent arrives in 1853: Radinger, Rollinet, Strobel, Tritschler 

 (novice), Weyers, and Schmidt (novice). 

- Trouble with Mauclerc, his transfer to Dayton in 1854. 

- A second contingent arrives in Texas: Beyer, Charles Francis, and 

Goehring (novice).  

- 1856: Fire at Nazareth, and arrival of Bauer and Weber in Dayton. 

- Controversies between Meyer and bishops, diocesan clergy, and members 

of the SM. 

- Bishop Rappeôs collaboration with the early Marianists in Cleveland.  

- Itinerant mission preachers throughout the Midwest: Mauclerc, Rollinet, 

Meyer, etc. 

- Arrival of Courtès and recall of Leo Meyer to Europe in 1862. 

  

6. Administration of Courtès. 1862-64. 

- Legal incorporation in the US. 

- Canonical erection of the novitiate. 

- Impact of the Civil War on the SM. 

 

7. Early Years of Reinboltôs Term. 1864-75. 

- Reinbolt arrives in the US and makes his initial visits of communities. 

- Charles Francis assumes leadership in Texas in 1866 and Edel leaves 

Texas and returns to Ohio. 

- Reinbolt attends the 2
nd

 Plenary Council of Baltimore. 1866. 

- He guarantees the Texas Foundation.  

- New constructions at Nazareth. Separation of the convent from the 

boarding school and educational institution. 

- Role of Working Brothers in foundation and expansion of the American 

Province.  

- The career of Stintzi as the first Inspector of the American Province.  

- 1869-86. 

- New foundations during the Reinbolt years. 

- The Redemptorist connection. 

- Litzôs career as a newspaper columnist. He wrote under the pen name 

Sepp. 

- Repercussions of Franco-Prussian War in the American Province. 1870. 

- Simlerôs visitation of the American Province. 1875. 

- Failure of the Cedar Hill venture in Paterson, New Jersey. 1875. 

 

8. Growth and Success Under Reinbolt. 1876-86. 

- Policy of sending potential leaders to Europe for schooling. 

- Simler assigns George Meyer to the American Province. 1877. 

- Feith arrives in San Antonio and starts successful career at helm of St. 

Maryôs Institute during the years leading to the move to St. Louis College. 

1879.  




