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Expansion Period: 1845-1905 
 

Society of Mary 

 Superiors General 

  2. 1845-1868 (23 years) Georges J. Caillet (1790-1874) 

  3. 1868-1875 (8 years) Jean J. Chevaux (1796-1875) 

  4. 1876-1905 (29 years) Joseph Simler (1833-1905) 
 

 General Chapters 

      Caillet         Chevaux 

  1. 1845  St. Remy   5. 1868 Paris 

  2. 1858 St. Remy   6. 1873 Besançon 

  3. 1864 St. Remy 

  4. 1865-66 Paris 
 
      Simler 

  7. 1876             Paris   10. 1891 Bellevue 

  8. 1881             Bellevue  11. 1896 Bellevue 

  9. 1886             Bellevue  12. 1901 Antony 
 

 Province and Vice-Province Foundations before 1905 

  1841 - Alsace (1) 

   In 1841, the communities in Alsace were joined to form a province.  The 

rest of the SM was directly under the jurisdiction of the GA in Bordeaux. 

  1849 - Bordeaux, Midi, and Franche-Comté (4) 

  1855 - America (5) 

  1861 - Paris (6) 

   In 1863, the two communities in Austria were constituted into a province.  

However, in 1865, these communities were attached to the Paris Province. 

  1865 - Bordeaux joined to Midi; Austrian communities joined to Paris (5) 

  1895 - Spain (6) 

  1898 - Vice-Province of Japan (6 + 1) 
 

Expansion beyond France (SM) 

 1839 Switzerland (province 1946)  1887    Italy, Spain, Japan 

 1849 United States    1887 Holland (until 1889) 

 1851 Germany    1889 Monaco (until 1895) 

 1857 Austria     1899 Luxembourg (until 1907) 

 1874 Belgium    1899 Syria (until 1903) 

 1880 Canada    1903 Czech Republic (until 1905) 

 1881 Libya (until 1910)   1903 China (first entry, until 1909) 

 1882 Tunisia     1904 Mexico (first entry, until 1914) 

 1883 Hawaii 
 

Daughters of Mary (FMI)  

 Expansion beyond France 

1840    Corsica (until 1955) 

1901 Spain 

 

 



BHMS 2016 162 Chapter 11 

Expansion Period ñ Key Developments 
1845-1905 

  

Internal Crises 

 

1. SM Constitutions: 1839 (Decree of Praise) to 1891 (Final Approbation) 

§ Animadversions of 1865 

§ Mixed Composition 

§ Keeping the Vow of Stability 

§ Simlerôs arrangement and new section on Virtues 

 

2. FMI Constitutions: 1864 (First attempt to revise) to 1888 (Final Approbation) 

§ Ecclesiastical Superior 

§ Enclosure/ Stability 

 

 3. Estrangement between SM and FMI 
 

 

Third Order Regular of FMI: 1836 -1921 
 

Expansion of the Miséricorde (see Chapter 9) 
 

Collège Stanislas 
 

 Founded in 1804 by Father Claude-Marie Liautard on Rue Notre Dame des Champs, 

Paris 
 
 Name changed to Collège Stanislas in 1821 to honor King Louis XVIII, who was named 

Stanislas in honor of his grandfather, King Stanislas of Poland 
 
 In 1854 direction of Collège Stanislas was turned over to Lalanne and the SM. 

  Lalanne (1855-1871)  de Lagarde (1871-1884) Prudham (1884-1903) 
 
 When the SM was expelled from France in 1903, direction of the collège reverted to a 

nonprofit corporation under the indirect control of the Archdiocese of Paris, the 

arrangement still in effect today. 

 

Political Change in Alsace-Lorraine (1870s) 

 

Deaths of Early Members 

 

Sillon Movement (see Chapter 11) 
 
 Joseph Leber, SM  (1861-1902) 

 Louis Cousin, SM  (1855-1931) 

 Paul Verrier, SM  (1868-1939) 

 Marc Sangnier  (1873-1950), alumnus of Collège Stanislas 
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Modernism and the SM 

(see entries for Louis Riest and Modernism in Marianist People, Place, and Terms Section) 

 

Expulsions 
 

1847      SM from Fribourg, Switzerland, as a result of the Sonderbund. 

 

1871-74 SM from Alsace in the wake of the Franco-Prussian War (1870) 

  and as a part of Bismarck's Kulturkampf. 

 

1872  SM from Mainz, Germany, where they had been since 1851. This expulsion was 

also due to the Kulturkampf. Members of the SM stayed in Germany but were 

forbidden by law to teach. In 1899, the direction of the Marienschule was 

formally transferred to the diocese. 

  

1884 SM from Basel, Switzerland, where they had been since 1855. 

 

1903      SM and FMI from France, as a result of the Associations Law passed by the 

French legislature as a result of the anticlerical campaign led by Waldeck-

Rousseau and Combes. At this time the SM also left schools in Tunisia, which fell 

under the provisions of the French laws. The majority of the FMI went to Spain, 

but some to Switzerland and Sardinia. 

 

1910  SM from Tripoli, Libya, where they had been since 1881. 

 

1911  Members of the Midi Province opened schools in Durango (1904) and 

and  Hermosillo (1905). The two communities came under the supervision of the 

1914         St. Louis Province in 1908. The school and community in Hermosillo closed in 

  1911. In Durango, the school and community remained open until 1914. 

 

1963  SM from College Chaminade from Congo-Brazzaville. Expelled by the Marxist-

Leninist government. 
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SM Outline History : 1845-1905 
(From History of the Constitutions of the Society of Mary, 252) 

 

 

 

 

     George Joseph Caillet (1790-1874) Generalate 1845-68 

 

1845 First General Chapter, October, St. Remy: 

Superior General, G. Caillet; First Assistant, J. Chevaux; Second Assistant, J. B. 

Fontaine; Third Assistant, D. Clouzet. 

  

1847 Persecution in Switzerland: Sonderbund; Fribourg and Tavel closed; Sion 

continued. First printing of the Constitution. 

  

1849 Founding in Cincinnati by Father Leo Meyer; in July organization of the first 

provinces: Bordeaux, Réalmont, Franche-Comté and Alsace. 

  

1850 January 22, death of Good Father Chaminade. 

  

1852 School at Mainz (Germany). 

  

1854-55 Direction of Collège Stanislas offered to Father Lalanne and accepted. 

  

1855 Reelection of the general administration by written vote (87 yes votes out of 111 

Directors). Visit of Brother Babey to the Curé of Ars. (1856 Founding of American 

Province) 

  

1857 Foundation at Graz. 

  

1858 Second General Chapter at St. Remy: Reelection of same superiors. A number of 

statutes. Request to transfer the general administration to Paris. 

  

1859 Creation of the higher scholasticate at Besançon. Second printing of the 

Constitution. 

  

1861 Transfer of the general administration to Paris, Rue de Berry (Institution Ste. 

Marie) then to Stanislas. Death of Brother Clouzet, replaced by Brother Felix 

Fontaine. Death of Father Jean-Baptiste Fontaine, replaced by Father Lalanne. 

  

1864 September 3, Third General Chapter, St. Remy (to go over the Constitution) in view 

of its approbation. 

  

1865 May 12, canonical approbation of the Society of Mary (the decree dated June 17, is 

confirmed by the Brief of Approbation, August 11). Animadversions from Rome 

concerning the Constitution. 

  

1865-66 Fourth General Chapter in Paris. Brother J. B. Hoffmann elected aide to the Second 

Assistant charged with primary education. 
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1867 Editing of the rules, reviewed by the General Chapter of 1866 according to the 

animadversions and the rescript of February 16, 1866 (modifying the need to be a 

priest in order to be a director). 

  

 

1868 

 

Cardinal Mathieu, Visitor. Fifth General Chapter presided over by Cardinal 

Mathieu in Paris. 

  

      Jean Joseph Chevaux (1796-1875) Generalate 1868ï1875  

  

1868 Fifth General Chapter at Paris. Superior General, Jean Joseph Chevaux; First 

Assistant, de Lagarde (35 years old); Second Assistant, Simler (35 years old); Third 

Assistant Fontaine; and Brother Morel, aide for primary education. 

    

1869 January 30, Decree from Rome fixing the composition of the Society of Mary 

(priest and lay members) after Cardinal Mathieu had submitted his report and 

mentioned the words of the Curé of Ars to Father Babey. 

  

1869 New edition of the Constitution. 

  

1870-71 Franco-Prussian War, which involved in 1874 the closing of all our houses in 

Alsace (32 houses, 300 religious, 9000 students) with the exception of St. 

Hippolyte. 

  

1873 August 29, Sixth General Chapter at Besançon: presided over by Cardinal Mathieu, 

Elected: J. Demangeon, Simler, Fontaine, F. Girardet (primary education).  

de Lagarde freed to remain at Stanislas. 

  

1874 August 18, death of Father Caillet. 

  

1875 Visit of the American Province by Father Simler. December 27, death of Good 

Father Chevaux on his feast day. 

  

      Joseph Simler (1833-1905)ðGeneralate 1876-1905 

  

1876 Seventh General Chapter, April 17, at Paris, presided over by Cardinal Guibert, 

designated by Rome: J. Simler, J. Demangeon, Hippolyte Boisson, F. Fontaine, 

Girardet. 

  

1879 Death of Father Lalanne at Besançon. (He had been at Cannes since 1872.) 

  

1880 Foundation in Canada. 

  

1881 Eighth General Chapter at Bellevue: Assistants: J. Demangeon, J. Hiss, F. Fontaine, 

Girardet. Revision of the Constitutions (the Chapter of 1876 had been 

commissioned by the administration (General) to present a text in 1881.) Opening 

May 10. 

1881 Foundation in Tripoli. 
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1882 Foundation at Sfax in Tunis. 

  

1883 Foundation at Honolulu and Wailuku. 

  

1884 Death of Father de Lagarde. 

  

1885 New edition of the Constitution approved provisionally by Rome. Some members 

having asked that Provincials be elected by the Chapter; this was done in 1886 and 

1891. 

  

1886 Ninth General Chapter at Bellevue, April 20. Superior General: J. Simler, 

Assistants: Demangeon, Hiss, Fontaine; Primary Education: Enjugier. 

  

1887 Foundation in Japan, at Rome, in Spain. (There was an attempt in Holland without 

success.) 

  

1891 Tenth General Chapter at Bellevue (May 1). Superior General Simler, Assistants: 

Hiss, Erhard, Fontaine, Enjugier. Request to stop the election of the Provincials. 

Final approbation of the Constitutions. 

  

1893 Publication of a Custom book. 

  

1896 Eleventh General Chapter at Bellevue (May 27). Superior General Simler, 

Assistants: Hiss, Erhard, Fontaine, Cousin. 

  

1897 Foundation of Seminary at Antony. 

  

1899 Foundation at Aleppo in Syria. Death of Father Erhard, replaced by Father Henri 

Lebon (Provincial of the Midi, born in 1861). 

  

1900 Foundation at Ginevich (Luxembourg). 

  

1901 Twelfth General Chapter at Antony: Assistants: Hiss, Lebon, Labrunie, L. Cousin 

(May 10). 

  

1901 Publication of the Life of Father Chaminade, written in part by Father Klobb. 

  

1903 Suppression of all religious congregations in France. Transfer of the General 

Administration to Nivelles and the Seminary to Fribourg. Founding of Villa St. 

Jean. Foundation in China. 

  

1904 Start of the Apôtre de Marie. Foundation at Durango, Mexico. 

  

1905 Death of Good Father Simler, at Nivelles, February 4. 

 

 

 

 




