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The Rise of Marianist Lay Communities 
 

 Since the early 1900s, a significant development for Marianists has been the gradual reappearance 

of adult lay communities. This development into the twenty-first century is traced in the following short 

chronology of events. 
 

 General History 
1920s Mass Leagues, members were the parents of SM and their purpose was to support 

perseverance of their sons in the order. During spiritual and social gatherings, 

collections would be held to raise money to have Masses said for the brothers. 

These Leagues were located in Detroit (1921) and Baltimore (1925) as well as 

other cities. Membership later included people other than parents. 

1930- 

1948        

Chaminade Clubs: Baltimore (1939), Dayton (1944), International Meeting (1948). (see also: 

Marianist Co-workers: Miriam Guilds, Parentsô Groups) 

1946 First Teacher Institute held as result of new enthusiasm among SM for high school 

Sodalities. At this first meeting, it was decided to publish a magazine called 

Marianist Sodality Moderator. John Dickson was the first editor. 

1947 Sodality Secretariat, an office to coordinate the high school Sodality efforts of the Cincinnati 

Province and link these two groups of adults forming around Marianist 

interests. Gabriel Rus and John Dickson provided leadership. 

1948 Marcy I was held in Marcy, NY. Pivotal meeting of high school sodality moderators. 

Participants were committed to embody Chaminadeôs vision by starting and 

sustaining high school Sodalities. 

1940s Rise of CEMI (Congregación-estado de María Inmaculada) in Spain and Consacrées in 

France (very much like the State) 

1950 National Association of Marianist Organizations (NAMO) established. Gabriel Rus headed 

this organization as it was an outgrowth of the Secretariat. 

First Sodality Convention for high school sodalities was held in Pittsburgh (November). 

Largely drew its members from the Cincinnati Province, although the St. 

Louis Province was always welcome.  

c. 1957 Marianist Leagues and groups of spiritual affiliates 

1956, Spiritual Affiliates in Cleveland 

1957, Marianist League of Cincinnati (October)  

1957, Marianist League of Pittsburgh (September) 

1957, Marianist League of Philadelphia (May) 

? Marianist League of Greater New York  

                          (Fr. Landolfi reports they were in full swing by 1968) 

1958 Sodality moderator training at Marcy, NY (April) 

 Sodality camp for high school sodalists (June) 

1950s 

a
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6
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The Pacific Province had a very active Marianist League and Affiliates. After that, some 

attention shifted to lay communities (Memo from Joe Stefanelli, SM, July 

2011) 

Affiliation groups began in the St. Louis Province in the 50s and flourished in the 60s. 

Fathers Ade Windisch, SM, and Quentin Hakenewerth, SM, were especially 

active. Many other religious assisted, providing ways of learning and 

practicing spirituality. (Memo from Dave Fleming, SM, July 2011) 
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1959 National Office of Marianist Sodalities established. Kevin OôReilly headed the center in 

Chester, PAðin NY Province space. 

1962 Marcy II.  

1963 Reorganization of the UD Sodality. Hugh Bihl spearheaded the renewal of post-high school 

Sodality after John Dickson, former head moderator of UD Sodality, became 

Provincial. 

1966 US Statistics: 306 members in eight adult Marianist Lay Communities. 

Foundation of Marianist State Community in Cincinnati, Ohio, in January. 

1968 Cincinnati Province Adult Sodality Moderatorsô Council starts 

1969 Within the St. Louis Province, deeper commitments to lay communities began under the 

impetus of Father Quentin Hakenewerth, SM. Several long-lasting groups 

emerged. Often Catholics in the area of San Antonio sought new kinds of 

parish communities and gravitated to Masses and meetings of Marianist lay 

groups. Many St. Maryôs University students were highly involved. (memo 

from Dave Fleming, SM, July 2011) 

1970 LIFE Camp begins in St. Louis Province 

Chaminade Community House was founded in San Antonio, TX. Marianist religious and 

religiously minded lay students of St. Maryôs University focused on 

developing and serving emerging MLCs. Dave Fleming, SM, was first 

director, followed by Ed Jach, SM. Held daily evening Mass for MLC 

members, planned retreats and meetings, tried to involve other religious in this 

work. Also, invited Affiliates to share in community gatherings and some did. 

(memo from Dave Fleming, SM, July 2011) 

1970s Formation of the Fraternités in France (MLCs) 

Beginning of Marianist Associates in New York Province 

Start of Marianist Voluntary Service Communities 

       Dayton, Cleveland, St. Louis, New York, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh 

LIFE Camps begin in Cincinnati Province 

The Pacific Province created a Marianist Lay Board composed of two religious and two lay 

membersðLisa Cater and Gary Chapman. Their task was to inform and 

inspire the brothers about the existence of lay Marianists and lay 

communities. They visited each religious community several times. They also 

encouraged the brothers to help form lay Marianist communities among the 

people with whom they had frequent contacts, especially parents of religious, 

alumni of the schools, and lay teachers. (memo from Joe Stefanelli, SM, July 

2011). 

1971 St. Louis Province Family of Mary Service Commission starts. 

1980s Rise of the Movimiento Marianista in South America. 

1985 First Marianist World Day of Prayerðinitiative of St. Louis Province lay groups 

1995 Heads of three branches in North America meet in December to form Marianist Leadership 

Team. 

1996 World Council of the Marianist Family formed 
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1998 Marianist Social Justice Collaborative officially began after several years of conversation 

among those in Marianist family involved in social justice issue about its 

formation. Dick Ullrich was first director. He was followed by Jim Vogt, who 

continues in the position. 

2000 First National Assembly of the SM in the United States; June 29 to July 1, Chicago. Lay 

observers invited. 

2004 Alliance for Marianist Lay Formation first gathered in Baltimore to help discern the future of 

lay formation in the Marianist family. The meeting was convened and 

sponsored by the Society of Mary's Office of Religious Life.  

 

2005 First gathering of Marianist Lay Formation Initiative (MLFI) group (January). Programôs 

first director was Joan McGuiness Wagner. Currently led by Pati Krasensky. 

Purpose is to provide formation for lay Marianists interested in beginning new 

or animating current Marianist Lay Communities. 

 

 

 Marianist Lay Network of North American (MLNNA) History  
 

1991 Mandate to establish Marianist Lay Network of North America (MLNNA) formulated at 2
nd

 

Continental Assembly. 

1992 Directory of Marianist Lay Communities published by NACMS (for all of North America) 

Statistics: over 2300 members in 72 MLCs (compare with 1966) 

1993 Incorporation of MLNNA in Texas (September) 

1996 First writing workshop held by MLNNA: St. Louis, Missouri  

                        (Just) Do Whatever He Tells You 

Formation of the International Council of the Marianist Family in Rome (June). Often 

referred to as the World Council of the Marianist Family. 

1998 2
nd

 writing workshop held by MLNNA: Cupertino, California  

                        (Just) Do Whatever He Tells You Together 

First meeting of Leadership groups of three branches in North America (Marianist 

Conference, Provincial Council of FMI, and leadership team of MLNNA) to 

form Marianist Family Council. Meeting held in St. Louis.  

2016 MLNNA changes name to MLC-NA (Marianist Lay Community of North America) 

 
Presidents of MLNNA 

Tony Garascia (2 terms: July 1997--June 2003); Marge Cavanaugh (2 terms: July 2003-Dec 2007), 

 A.J. Wagner (1 term: Jan 2008- June 2011); Rudy Reyes (1 term: July 2011-14); Michael Wasno (July 

2014- ) 

Change in Presidency that would have happened in July 2007 was extended as the election was delayed 

for six monthsðvoting switched from elections taking place at Continental Assemblies to mail ballots. 

 

  


