Helene Carion: What Is the Role of the Marianist Family in the Future of the Church and of
Society?

[Edi t o r lBetenenfrom leeon, France, wrote her essay as part of Marianists Write Now!, a
NACMS-sponsored writing program held virtually from Friddyne 1%o SaturdayJune 122021.
Each participant in this session of Marianists Write Now! wrote a persorettrefl on the following
guestion?What is therole of the Marianist Family in thiiture of the Churchandeb c i §t y ?”

Difficult question! Just before sending wdf to write, Georgel.isjak said “Focus on the wordble.”
But | thought “futureis importanttoo.” Futureis essentidllnmy “ r e bh &somelineeask myself
if we really want a futuras a family the Marianist Familyor evenbelieve in the futurgt is a really
despairingvay of thinkingbecausé we stophavingfaith, we simply dieSo,it seemghat itis amatter
of life or death: no role, no futurén my more“ f a i dndh tfustily heart” | believe the Marianist
Family has a lot to daow and in the futureAnd,a s | bel ong to the Marianis
role” and”not “its role
If we aimto have a role in the future ¢iie Churchand of society, whave to beénvolvedin
both, belong to them bothact within them both and behave as members of them bdéike should be
grounded in reality, in the real world, eylesking to the world antboking for Godworking inside it
listening to His callall at the sametimé&Ne have to say “YeastbBaastinda
say, and to say this “yes” t og edndhteerChuackespaciafya mi | y .
the most suffering and poorest {saof it
Our role is to welcome with opermsanyone coming near ug/e haveo be acutely aware of
everything surrounding upray a lotandseeking help in MaryWe can follow her—let ourselves be
formed by herlooking at heandwalking in her steps-and beomemissionaries with heThanks to
our different states of lifandbeing in many placethroughout the worlgdwe can have many kinds of
missions; we have to be creatmed daringshowing solidarityf we don’'t do it, who w
certainly will do something, but not in this Mamiavay, not as thé&amily of Marywe are Should we
actin aMarian manner,it would begood for everybodyeverywhereWe have tdbe convinced that
Jesus is the right way and be willing to share and spreaGadioid News. We have to be courageous,
hardworking,andnever giw up thatwhich we believe
The question is not to do everything differently or newneedor a violent revolutionput to
see the world witiresheyes eyes of loveeyes of MaryWe, as aFamily, really have a dutyfor
optimism and hopeTogether, wanustbelieve and recognize thatespiteall its shadowsthis world is
beautiful, a giffrom God andthattherereally is a future a future in which any creature has its place
We havealsoto believe that th€hurch is a giffrom God.As communitieswe have to testify by our
lives that faith is lovable, audible, attractiemd asourd and sure way!
Asafamilywe can’'t be a closed Wertdndor agmrdémesedh
world, putting itfar fromusorat a “ s @ hatacodptirsgo lze distuebed by itWe do not choose
our brothers and sisteithey are given to ug, giftno matter whatWe live with them and we may love
them despitethings thaimay happen.
As a family, we have to adnthatwe are not perfechutwe have to try to be true, behdile
a real family, humble and simplé/e have to put faith imthers,trust each otheandwalk together
And wealsohave to trust ourselvet® be confident enough t@ct to dare tospeak andto take partn
themission We ought tobe inspired by theadaggfh ey di dn’ t Kk n o;therefdre,theg s 1 mp c
did it!” No doubtour founders had marihighly intelligentandwise counselofstelling them it was
impossible toachievewhat theywanted to d. Fortunately, they listened to othand moreinspired
words and. . . here we are!
We ought to put our divisions aside, to put an end to them even, and be able tobecgivee
how could we be a light in the world and try to make it better without forgiveéed?ave to accept
we are a real family, with its failures and sins, not a pdyfeteaned one We experience joys and
sorrowsand have to live as any humeommunity,faults and all Principles and life must always be
confronted in a constructive dialogue. New realities sometimes imply new ways of thinking, different
decisions or actions, and talking with others lalpusto think wisely and peacefully.



In the firstMarianistlay communities, everyone had a missiarsmall oneat the beginning,
and theramore importanbne, depending ontteo mmu n i t wprdthe persores dkdls but at all
times, everyone had to be usef@ur mission insociety and in th€hurch could be to find ways to
make anyone useful for the communi§obody should feel useless, ever, and it is up to ensore
thatthatdoes nohappen.

As in Cana, even if it doa®t make any sense, we can be filled with wonaleen witnessing
all the little or great miracles happeniagound usEvery day, we should noticall the goodthatis
happeningnd givethanks foiit. It ismuch easieto seegracein communitybecause severalill notice
somuch moraghanone aloneWe must have faitm God, in the world, in th€hurch, inothers,andin
the future our role could be tanakethat confidencéoud and clear around us

Our role isalsoto helittle andsimple heartsconscious that we can only be drops of water, but
acting with all the other dropsf water we can change the worldeing a family present on all
continens, we can benanydrops of water all over the world. Being a family presemhany countries
we can learn from each other within our famite informedof the state of our world angktto know
our brothers and sisters better everywheet to understandifferent cultures and ways of lifdt is a
great richnesthatwe could shararound us

Alone we can do little things, sometimes maybe strikiiggs butmostlyon shoritermissues.
As a family, we caihave a greater role awid much moreeven if it has to be a little slowem long-
term missiosin a sure and lovingray, Maway ' s



