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Picture this, not too far removed from the feast we used to call ñCorpus 

Christiò: a one-person eucharistic procession through a university student 

neighborhood. Me, gently holding a small ciborium on loan to our community 

for the duration of the pandemic lockdown. Having walked the three blocks 

between our homeðAnnunciation Community, where six Marianist sisters in 

varying stages of formation liveðand the Stonemill Community of our 

Marianist brothers, I slip quietly into their chapel after their Mass, where a 

priest has consecrated the hosts for our small ciborium. Then, I carry Jesus 

through the quiet student neighborhood (10 A.M. on a Saturday), smiling that 

this is indeed a strange sight. I am smiling, too, in gratitude that we are there for 

one another in our religious family, allowing us to feast on Communion, even 

while having to fast from in-person eucharistic celebrations. We are, after all, 

called by our Founders to be experts in communion, enacted through sharing 

the gift of community with those who most need it. Marianists, lay and 

religious alike, were made for this! 

The year of COVID lockdown was a long reflection on the meaning of 

Communion: the Communion that is the gift of Jesus to us in his flesh and 

blood; and the enacted communion, building community with one another as 

the Gospel demands. It also was a long reflection on fasting and hunger. We 

wanted so much in the Triduum of 2020 to be with the gathered University of 

Dayton community, welcoming our catechumens and those coming into full 

communion. Instead, huddled in our basement, gathered around the TV, we 

watched and listened to the Benedictine Community of St. Meinrad celebrate 

the Triduum. Because of the kindness of our Marianist brothers, weðunlike so 

many others, laypeople and sisters alikeðwere able to physically share in 

Communion, the Body of Christ, consecrated in communities where priests 

live. This kind of fasting, from the Eucharist itself, imposes a hunger for 

spiritual nourishment and accompaniment that Marianist life is built to foster. 

The realities of living with COVID have underlined so many 

vulnerabilities, including to our fragile bodies, spirits, and minds, as we have 

weathered illness, the deaths of people we love and care for, and the malaise 

that accompanied the many kinds of losses experienced. But COVID also 

underlined our desperate need for community. Frequently, I offered a prayer of 

gratitude that I had three (and later five, when two new pre-novices arrived) 

faith-filled women to walk with in person during this storm. The term ñsocial 

distancingò was a misnomerðas the focus was actually physical distancingð

and even then, we learned that touch was not necessarily the problem and, in 



fact, was a needed remedy for the isolation from which so many suffered. 

Having a community to abide with (ideally in person but also in ñbubblesò or 

pods or virtually) became a key mechanism for healthy emergence from 2020ôs 

challenges. The original inspiration of the Marianist Family was that 

community was a way to rebuild the Church and society that were in tatters. 

Father Chaminade and Mother Ad̄le both invited young people to join in 

prayer and ministry as a way of revitalizing the Church, and Marie Thérèse, a 

laywoman, was at the center of that effort. When the time came for the religious 

orders to begin, Marie Thérèse mentored Ad l̄e and her sisters during their first 

weeks living in community. Father Chaminade went on to give us structured 

approaches to growing in the virtues needed for developing community and 

organizing community life to accomplish its mission. Marianistsðlay and 

religiousðare called to become experts in community building, not for 

ourselves but for the Church and world to be put at the service of Jesus and 

Mary, who continue to work through us. 

So, what have we learned as Marianists? Iôm tempted to invoke the 

adage as a kind of sad joke that ñHindsight is 2020.ò Seriously, how can we 

look back on this year (plus) and learn something about our role as Marianists 

going forward in the Church in the world of our times? Are we empowered to 

listen to our Founders again about the necessity of community as a response to 

the signs of our times? Are we delighted that we have something vital to offer 

the world rocked by the disruptions in life that affected schools, families, 

workplaces, supply chains, and worship practices? I hope that we answer ñyesò 

to these questions. As Marianists, we have gifts to offer. In fact, we have an 

imperative to share these gifts or risk giving a counter-witness to our charism. 

On personal levels, COVID reminded us of inequalities in our Church. 

The simple fact that all but those living in households with priests had such 

limited access to Eucharistðthe source and summit of the Christian life, 

according to Vatican II documents and the Catholic Catechism (Arts. 1324-

1327)ðmight raise alarm bells for us that access can be so limited. Of course, I 

am writing this from an overdeveloped world context, and our sisters and 

brothers in many parts of the developing world, and even in rural settings in the 

US, have experienced this limitation for a long time. As we treasure the Gospel 

account of Cana, letôs not forget that Mary had to risk crossing the lines of 

separation between women and men at the wedding feast in order to present the 

need she saw to Jesus. How are we called to boldly cross barriers in our Church 

to make sure that we respond to urgent physical and spiritual needs? 

The social inequalities exposed and underlined by the impact of 

COVID challenge our sense of community. Our Marianist forebears found 

ways to assist workers who lived in difficult situations. Father Chaminade 

incorporated chimney sweeps into the Bordeaux Sodality. Marie Thérèse 

centered her life around a ministry to sex workers and their children. And Ad l̄e 

visited, taught, and in one case even took in, the children of the sick and poor of 

the Agenais countryside. We have borne sad witness to the labor demands and 

the health threats to low-wage and health care workers, many of whom are 

people of color. How do we share the gifts of solidarity and sharing that living 

community after the model of the Acts of the Apostles communities suggests? 

The Foundersô focus on responding to the needs of the young and the poor asks 

us to find ways in our local places to make sure that children in families that are 

most vulnerable to the impacts of COVID have greater access to the supports 

needed. 


