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is the role of the Marianist Fargil i n t he future of the Church a

Picturethis not too far removed from the feast we
C h r i: ssoheipa@rsoneucharistic processiatirough a university student
neighborhoodMe, gently holding a small ciborium on loan to our community
for the duration of the pandemic lockdowtaving walkedthe three blocks
between our honge Annunciation Communitywhere six Marianissistersin
varying stages of formatidived and the Stonemill Community of our
Marianistbrothers | slip quietly into their chapeldfter their Masswherea
priesthas consecrated the ho&isour small ciboriumThen | carry Jesus
through thequietstudent neighborhodd 0 A.M. on a Saturdgy smiling that

this is indeed a strange sighaim gniling, too, in gratitude thatve are there for
one another in our religious famjlgllowing usto feast olCommunion, even
while having to fast from ifpersoneucharistic celebration§Ve are after all,
calledby ourFounders to be experts in communion, enacted through sharing
the gift of community with those who most needMarianists lay and

religious alile, were made for this!

Theyear of @VID lockdownwasa long reflection on the meaning of
Communion: the Communion that is the gift of Jesus to us in his flesh and
blood andthe enacteccommunion building communitywith one anothr as
the Gospel demandk.alsowasa long refection on fasting and hungé¥e
wantedso muchn the Triduum of 202@o be with the gathered University of
Dayton communitywelcoming our catechumens and those coming into full
communion. Instead, huddled in our basemeathered arounithe TV, we
watched and listened to the Benedictine Community of St. Meinrad celebrate
the Triduum.Because of the kindness of ddarianistbrothers wed unlike so
many otherslaypeople and sisters aliewvere able to physically shanme i
Communion, the Body of Christ, consecrated in communities where priests
live. This kind of fasting, from the Eucharist itself, imposes a hunger for
spiritual nourishment and accompaniment Matianist life is built to foster.

The realities of living with ©OVID have underlined so many
vulnerabilities includingto our fragile bodies, spiritandminds aswe have
weathered illnesghe deaths of people we love and carednd themalaise
that accompanied the many kinds ofslesexperiencd. But COVID also
underlined our desperate need for commurkitgquently | offered a prayer of
gratitude that | had three (and later five, when two newnpraces arrived)
faith-filled women to walk with in person during thisstorimh e t er m fisoci al
di st anci ngo ovwasatke fogus was actuayrysicaldistancing
and even therwe learned that touch was not necessarily the problemrand



fact, was a needed remedy for the isolafiiamm which somany suffered

Having a community to abide witideally in person butalsoimb ub bl e s 0

pods orvirtualyb ecame a key mechanism for
challengesThe original inspiration of the MarianiBamily was that
community was a way to rebuittle Church and society thatexein tatters.
FatherChaminade and Mother Al& both invited young people to join
prayer and ministry as a way of revitalizing tleurch andMarie Thérése a
laywomanwas at the center of that effowhen the time came for the religious
orders to beginMarie ThérésenentoredAd le and her sisters during their first
weeksliving in community.FatherChaminade went on to give us structured
approaches to growing in the virtues needediévelopingcommunity and
organiing community life to accomplish its missioMarianist® lay and
religiousd are called to become experts in community boddnot for
ourselves but for th€hurch and worldo beput at the service of Jesus and
Mary, who continue to work through us.

So, what have we learned as Marianists&? m t empt ed t o
adage as a kind of sad joke thaHi n d s i g hSeriously, h@&v@&aghve 0
look backon this year (plusand learn something about our role as Marianists
going forward in theChurch in the world of our timeg®re we empowered to
listen to our Founders again about tieeessity of community as a response to
the signs of our timesRre we delighted that we have something vital to offer
the world rocked byhe disruptions in life that affected schools, families,
workplaces, supply chainand worship practiced’hopethat we answefiye
to these questionés Marianists, we have gifts to offdn fact, we have an
imperative to share these gifts or rgiking a counteswvitness to our charism.

On persaoal levels COVID reminded u®f inequalities in ouChurch.
The simple fact that all but those livinghiouseholdsvith priests had such
limited access to Euchardsthe source and summit of the Christian life,
according to Vatican Il documents and the Catholic Catechism (Arts: 1324
1327% might rase alarm bells for us that access can be so lim@édourse|
am writing this from an oveeveloped world contexand our sisters and
brothers in many parts of the developing wpaldd even in rural settings in the
US, have experienced this limitation for a long timAs.we treasure the Gospel
account of Cana, |l et s not forget
separation betweemomen and men at the wedding feasbiider to present the
need she saw to Jestiw are we called to boldly cross barriers in Gaurch
to make sure thate respond targent physical and spiritual ne@ds

The social inequalities exposed and underlined by the impact of
COVID challengeour sense otommunity Our Marianistforebeargound
ways to assist workers who lived in difficult situatioRather Chaminade
incorporatecchimney sweeps into the Bordeaux Sodalfarie Thérése
centered her life around a ministry to sex workers and their childrehAd le
visited, taught, and in one case even togkhe children of the sick and poor of
the AgenaigountrysideWe have borne sad witness to taleor demands and
the health threatio low-wage and health care workensany of whom are
people of colorHow do we share the gifts of solidarity and sharing that living
communityafter the model of the Acts of thepAstles communities suggests?

T he F o tooud @anrespdonding to the needs of the young and the peor ask

us to find ways in our local places to make sure that childréamiilies that are
most vulnerable to the impacts oD&ID have greater access to the supports
neecd
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