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Openness to the Spirit: Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM on Being a Marianist Missionary 
 
00:00 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM  
In my family, we are nine siblings: five brothers, four sisters. And one of my sisters, her 
name is Maria Félix. She's the one who invites me to know the Marianists. So, the Marianists 
at that time, they are in Querétaro. It’s 10 hours from where I lived. She was already in 
 Querétaro, so she invited me to go with them and visit them. And I did, and I loved the 
Marianist way, how they live, and how they work together. 
 
00:33 – Mike Bennett 
Bro. Esteban Reyes professed first vows with the Society of Mary in 2004. In this episode of 
Sharing Our Marianist Stories, Bro. Esteban shares about his journey as a Marianist brother 
from Mexico and his ministry within the U.S. Province. We'll also hear snippets of some of 
Bro. Esteban's music, which can be found on his YouTube channel in the show notes.  
 
00:57 – Mike Bennett 
Can you think of that first encounter where you went to  Querétaro, when you met some of 
the Marianists there? What was that like?  
 
01:06 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
I called them, and they invite me to go for what we call “Semana Santa.” It's when a small 
group of Marianists go to the small village and celebrate Holy Week. So, they invited me to 
have this experience with them, and I went with them. Fr. Mike Barber – he's already with 
God – he's the first Marianist that I connected with. It was at that time in Coatzacoalcos in 
Veracruz. So, it was my first connection with the Marianists.  
 
01:34 – Mike Bennett 
If you can think about how that experience felt, what was that like for you?  
 
01:39 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
So, in Mexico, Our Lady of Guadalupe is the main figure for most of the Mexicans there. 
When I knew that the Marianists have Mary as the main pillar in their lives, I thought, “Wow, 
this is a nice place to be.” So really, Guadalupe was my first connection with the Marianists. I 
relate Our Lady of Guadalupe with the Marianists. So, I thought, “This is a good place to be 
to serve God.  
 
02:05 – Mike Bennett 
And at that time, were you feeling a call to vowed religious life? 
 
02:08 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
I was so excited to know more about the religious life, but I wasn't sure yet if I was called to 
join religious life. But I was excited to know more about that. I went to the seminary for two 
years. The only reason was to finish my school there without any thinking to be a priest. But 
it is when I started to have some other feelings and say, “Oh, this can be a good vocation to 
follow.” It wasn't clear of course yet but, I had this connection before to know the religious 
life.  
 
[02:40 – Snippet of Bro. Esteban’s music] 
 



03:45 – Mike Bennett 
What was it that stirred that call to vowed religious life for you?  
 
03:50 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
I was in touch with a girl at the time. And also, my first job was a musician. I was singing in 
a band. They sing all kinds of different music. So, I was discerning what will be my vocation. 
And when I met the Marianists in my 19-20s, I feel a strong call to serve God. But I didn't 
exactly know the best way to do that. So, I was praying to God almost every night. I was 
saying, “God, please give me a sign that you want me to serve you.” And you won't believe 
this, but he gave me the sign, and it was very amazing how that happened! I was in Mexico 
City visiting my cousin, and still I’m in touch with God, asking him, “Please give me a sign. 
Otherwise, I will take the other vocation.” So, I went one afternoon to the blessed sacrament 
at the small chapel in Mexico City, and I look around, and I was by myself. The Eucharist 
was positioned there with the nice flowers. I was a little, not angry, but I was pushing to God 
to give me a sign at that time. And when I was asking God, I said, “Please give me a sign. If 
something moves, that I will take as a sign that you are telling me that ‘Yes, I want you to 
follow me.’” And when I was in that kind of prayer connection, one of the gladiola flowers 
just [fell] into my direction. And I thought, “Oh my goodness, this is amazing.” So, in that 
moment, I feel just relaxed and no more questions. I take this sign as a proof that God was 
calling me to follow him. And I know that because I'm still happy in my vocation. Once I was 
sure that yes, God needs me to go, I just joined to the Marianists and said, “Guys, I'm ready if 
you allow me to join you. I'm ready.” And they say, “Of course! Welcome!” I was very 
young. I mean, my 19s-20s. So, they were so happy to say, “Yes, welcome to the Marianist 
Family.”  
 
05:47 – Mike Bennett 
And so, I'm assuming from there, you moved into the aspirancy process? 
  
05:53 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
That's right. 
 
05:53 – Mike Bennett 
In Mexico? 
 
05:54 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Yes, I was the last generation who did the novitiate in Mexico. After me, the next generations 
of the guys, they went to Chile. Because, Mexico speaks Spanish, and they want to have a 
common novitiate. All the countries who speak Spanish – so Spain, Cuba, Colombia, all these 
Latin American countries – they decide to make a one novitiate for everybody. But there is a 
moment that the General Administration asked Mexico to be part of some Province, and they 
gave us two options: Spain or U.S. And I was in our district council at the time, and we 
decided to join the Province of the U.S. because we have more connection with the U.S. even 
though the English was the problem at that time. But Spain was far away, so the U.S. was the 
closest. And almost every brother used to have a relative living here in the U.S. So, we share 
a lot of things in common. And now, we are part of the U.S.  
 
[06:55 – Snippet of Bro. Esteban’s music] 
 
08:24 – Mike Bennett 
I'm curious where things took you after first vows. 



 
08:28 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM  
So, it was a little hard for me because I was studying at my university at the time, and I was 
also doing things for the Marianists. I finished my degree as a social worker, and then they 
asked me to be part of the district council. Because the council needs a Mexican, who was a 
citizen, who is willing to connect with institutions and legal things. So, I said yes. That 
position or that service gave me a lot of strains in my vocation. Later on, I realized, “Oh, it 
was great.” 
 
09:00 – Mike Bennett 
How long were you on the council?  
 
09:05 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
I did six years in the council. And then, after this, they asked me if I can be responsible for 
the temporalities. You know, the guy who sends money [and] works with the banks. So, I 
work another three years as a temporality guy. So, I finished one thing and I took another 
responsibility. So, it was nine years in all these administration things. After that, the district 
was dissolved or finished and went down to be a sector. And then, there is no more district 
council. It’s just only one guy who was in charge of the sector. Of course, I finished my 
responsibility, and they asked me if I can do it again. And I said, “I think it's time for me to 
just focus on other activities, service in the community, mission.” I was working for a year as 
a director of vocations.  
 
09:53 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
And after that, I saw the opportunity to come in here, in the U.S., to San Antonio and our 
parish there at Holy Rosary. So, I apply [to] come in here and learn more about the other 
missions here in the U.S. And thanks God, they say, “Yeah, you can go there.” And so, I 
came here to the U.S., and it was a new experience for me. I was in charge of the religious 
education for three years and also working part-time at St. Mary’s University with the 
students, making small lay communities for about five years. 
 
10:26 – Mike Bennett 
And then at that point you went to Cape May? 
  
10:29 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Yes. Somebody invited me to help with the Latino retreat that happened in Cape May Point. 
They do it every year. They asked me if I can come since I speak Spanish, and the retreat is in 
Spanish. And I enjoyed the retreat, and I thought, “Oh, this is a nice place to be.” So, once I 
finished my job in Holy Rosary, I applied to the Council if I can move to Cape May Point. 
And I guess I behaved myself, because they say, “Yeah, you can. You can go there.”  
 
10:54 – Mike Bennett 
You've been there since?  
 
10:55 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Since 2022.  
 
10:56 – Mike Bennett 
And what's that experience been like for you?  
 



10:59 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Man, so far, it’s great. The place is amazing. If you are a lover of nature or like to be in that 
kind of place, it’s amazing. You have the ocean there, nature, conservation area. There are a 
lot of birds who migrate from other countries. The retreat center is the main reason that I 
moved there. We have retreats all year long. Doesn't matter: winter, summer, it's every 
weekend during the week. It's a busy place. Also, I love to do gardening. And in my little free 
times, I garden vegetables, flowers. So, it's very nice. 
 
[11:35 – Snippet of Bro. Esteban’s music] 
 
11:54 – Mike Bennett 
I had read a little bit about your work with lay communities at Cape May. You and a couple 
others accompanied some people to make a commitment as a lay community, and that was 
the first Spanish-speaking Marianist Lay Community in the U.S.  
 
12:11 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Yes. 
  
12:11 – Mike Bennett 
Can you talk about that experience? 
 
12:14 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
The same families who used to come for the Latino retreat, they're the ones who want to 
know more. Because having a retreat once a year, and then you don't see or you don't talk 
with these families after the next year, it's a long break. So, I keep in touch with these 
families, and I offer [help to] them if they want to know more about the Marianists, about our 
charism. And they say, “Sure. We are waiting for that because we just have one retreat a year 
and then nothing.” So, I offered them if they want to create a small faith community. They 
say, “Yes, of course.” They were very excited, too. So, they received 10 topics, like 10 
sessions. First, you need to respond to your own vocation. Since you were baptized, you were 
called to respond to God from there. And then, you receive affirmation about the Marianists. 
Who are the Marianists? How is our spirituality, and how you can put this spirituality in your 
own family, in your own parish, with your own friends? It's how to share with them how they 
can share their faith with other people. And then, they did the commitment to Mary, and 
they're still there. So, it is the first Lay Marianist Community here in the U.S. who just 
[speak] mostly Spanish. So, it was good.  
 
13:25 – Mike Bennett 
There's one or two Mexican Marianists in the United States. You are one of them. 
  
13:31 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Yes.  
 
13:31 – Mike Bennett 
I'm curious what that experience is like for you?  
 
13:35 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
In the Marianist family we talk about, “We are all missionaries,” wherever you are. But I feel 
this in myself that I'm out of my country, out from my family – all my family is there – and I 
see myself here as a missionary. It is like I'm putting in practice what Father Chaminade says. 



It's a real mission. So, when you go to work in other countries, it is a challenge. First of all, it 
is not easy, but when you love what you do, it's just amazing. God provides for you anything 
you want. Now, I didn't realize that in New Jersey, it's a lot of Spanish families there. And it's 
amazing, because I can do a lot of things to help these people in their faith. Sometimes it's 
just hard trying to connect with somebody who doesn’t speak your own language. So, I see 
myself in a good time for me to be here. I always say I would like to continue living, 
working, and maybe dying here in this mission, because there is not something more valued 
than my faith and my vocation here. I miss my relatives, [like] my mother, but I was called to 
do something different in my life, and I'm trying to do that the most I can.  
 
14:42 – Mike Bennett 
I'm curious what it is about the Marianist Charism that really fuels you as a missionary? 
 
14:50 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
For me, the image of Jesus on the cross. Jesus says to his mother, “Mother, here's your son. 
Son, here's your mother.” When I hear these words, it says Jesus has given me Mary into my 
life, so I must take Mary to my life. So, I see Mary as someone who works with me all the 
time. Plus, Mary reminds me to do whatever Jesus’s telling me as a human being. Sometimes 
it's not easy, but since I love what I do, and I love my vocation, well, I just keep doing my 
best there. 
  
15:21 – Mike Bennett 
Are there things that help you foster that sense of openness? 
 
15:25 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
You know, a year living in Cape May Point, there is nothing there that you can do except to 
be open to God. So, I have this experience that opened my life to God. And guess what? I 
start to write music. I never thought I would do that. I was open to God, to the Holy Spirit, 
and you see what I receive. And wow, this is amazing. But it's not easy to be open to God. If 
you have a lot of things going on in your life, your focus will be there. But if you quiet 
yourself, and if you focus, it’s okay. “I'm here. Tell me what to do.” I say, “I'm here.” I 
received these things. And I mean, I surprised myself when I started to write music, and I 
thought, “I didn't know that I can do this.” But I guess the Holy Spirit is the one who is 
guiding me to go that way. So, I will say when you concentrate and focus in your vocation, 
you will receive a lot of things.  
 
16:17 – Mike Bennett 
I can sense within that openness to the call, there's an openness to recognizing the different 
gifts that God might be blessing you with, and thinking about how do I use these gifts? 
 
16:28 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
Yeah, and something that I would like to mention with you is when I write music, I'm not the 
kind of person that I have a paper and I say, “Oh, let's talk about this gospel,” and I write this. 
The interesting thing is I heard the music, and the words, they came to me, and I just typed 
the things there. They just came. I don't need to worry about thinking about this gospel, 
thinking about that. They just came to me. The only thing that I need to do is just write them. 
Some young people, they try to figure out what they’re supposed to do or how they will know 
that God is calling them to follow him. In my own experience, I will say it is not easy to find 
the right answer. But what I [do] is I pray and I create a relationship with Jesus. Because 
when you have a friend, you need to start to talk with a person to know that person. 



Otherwise, you cannot just go on the street and say, “Hey, help me to do this.” They’d say, 
“Who are you?” So, what I did is try to create a relationship with Jesus little by little, little by 
little, and listen to people around me. So, once I created the relationship with Jesus, it was 
easy for me to know if he wants me to follow him. And it is then I have the full confidence to 
ask him, “Please give me a sign,” and he just did. 
 
[17:37 – Snippet of Bro. Esteban’s music] 
 
18:24 – Mike Bennett 
Before we hear Bro. Esteban's response to our concluding question, I offer a word of thanks 
for listening to this episode of Sharing Our Marianist Stories, a production of the North 
American Center for Marianist Studies in Dayton, Ohio. I'm Mike Bennett, media 
administrator for NACMS. Make sure to subscribe wherever you listen to podcasts, follow us 
on social media @ThisIsNACMS, and utilize the resources on our website at 
www.nacms.org. And now, let's hear Bro. Esteban's response to our concluding question. We 
know the Marianist founders corresponded through letter writing. So, if you were going to 
write a letter to anyone, dead or alive, and be guaranteed a response, who would you write to, 
and what would be the topic? 
 
19:14 – Bro. Esteban Reyes, SM 
I would say Father Chaminade, especially because it's amazing how he really committed 
himself about all these hard times that he had, and he just still kept going. Keep doing things, 
because he knew that was worth it to give his life to God instead to stop doing things for 
others. So, I would say, yeah, Father Chaminade will be the one. I would like to ask him [to 
give] a big thank you for his commitment to Mary.  


